
in the fost/adopt process.  She guided me in being open to a boy 
or girl, different ages or race and the possibility of disabilities or 
delays.  
 
Month after month, I waited and was not chosen.  It was      
heartbreaking waiting and wondering why I could not be matched 
with a child.  In the meantime, my mother was doing poorly.  She 
went into the hospital and came out in worse shape than when 
she went in.  I brought her home with me and caring for her was 
all-consuming.  It was a joy to be able to help her, but sad to 
watch her decline.  My mom wanted to see me with a child, but I 
knew that she did not have long to live.  Two weeks before she 
passed away she told me that when she got to heaven she 
would find the perfect child for me.  She passed away in        
November of 2010.  Four months later I was having visits with a 
15-month old little boy!  Unfortunately, the day the child was  
supposed to move in with me, the rug was pulled out from under 
me.  The foster-mom decided she wanted to adopt the child and 
therefore the visits abruptly ended.   
 
Three weeks later my social worker called and asked if I still 
wanted to move forward. I felt that God wanted me to have faith 
and not give up.  Two days later I received a call asking if I   
wanted to be considered for a newborn infant girl.  Her birth mom 
was in labor and making an adoption plan.  I said yes, even 
though I was not prepared for an infant.  Everything I had at 
home was set up for a toddler or preschooler.  That night I did 
not sleep at all.  I kept wondering how I would care for a        

newborn.  All I had was a 
toddler car seat, clothes, 
toys,   utensils, diapers,  
bottles…well you get the 
picture.  Then I thought 
about this child and how she 
would just want to be loved 
and cared for.  I knew I 
could do that.  
 
At noon the next day I    
received a call asking me if I 
wanted to come to the    
hospital and meet my 
daughter!  Shock, joy,     

(Continued on back page) 

Someone told me when I began the adoption process that a) it is 
not easy, and b) when you hold your child in your arms it is all 
worth it.  Both statements are true.  What is also true is that Faith 
is the biggest blessing in my life.  I mean, Faith my daughter and 
faith, belief that God has a plan for me. 

 
In 2006 my 87 
year-old mother 
moved in with me 
after my father 
passed away.  
One night we 
were watching a 
TV show about 
adoption and it 
touched my heart.  
I thought about all 
the children that 
need someone to 

care for them and realized that I wanted to open my home and 
heart to someone.  A few weeks later, I mentioned to my mother 
that I was considering adoption and she said, “I’ve been thinking 
the same thing.”  I took this as confirmation.  
 
The entire process is not for the faint of heart.  There was a 
mound of paperwork to go through and different options to    
consider.  I ruled out international adoption because I did not 
want to leave my mother for several weeks.  Then I ruled out 
private adoption and settled on fost/adopt.  I took the 
classes and read the books to become certified as a 
foster parent, but many of the stories I was told or 
books I read highlighted the worst-case scenarios.  It 
scared me!  Knowing that I would be a single mom 
made me question whether I would be able to handle 
all the challenges associated with raising a child, let 
alone a child that may need extra care.  My mother’s 
health was beginning to deteriorate and I worried 
whether I could give her the care she needed and 
devote the time to care for a child or children.   
 
Still, I felt compelled to move forward.  Then I heard 
about Chrysalis House and believed that this would 
be a perfect solution for me.  My social worker was 
able to help me with any questions as I moved ahead 
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Donate A Buddy 

Looking through the WINDOWS of Chrysalis House 

 November is National Adoption Awareness Month and we at Chrysalis 
House, Inc. are working to bring awareness to the needs of foster children within our 
local community. According to July 2012 statistics, there are over 400,000 children in 
Foster Care in the United States at any given time. This is often a traumatic time for 
them as they are removed from bad situations and are placed into protective care.    
 
 We need your help! We are collecting new stuffed animals and blankies to 
be donated to the children within our local foster care system. Donation boxes will be 
set out around town for your convenience. Simply stop by one of the participating 
local businesses, or our office, to drop off your donation. For our families in the 
South Valley who wish to donate, please contact JulieAnn Jones to coordinate the 
pick up of your donated items, julieann@chrysalishouse.com. 
 
 If you would simply like to donate funds for this program, Chrysalis House 
would be glad to accept your tax deductible contribution. Please reference “Donate 
A Buddy” on the memo line. Our “Donate A Buddy” Campaign will run from          
November 1st-30th. For a complete list of participating businesses and more       
information please check out our website at www.chrysalishouse.com. 
 
                Participating Businesses (not a complete list): 
 
Chrysalis House, Inc.      Frito Lay (Los Banos/Merced)    California Pizza Kitchen, Fresno        Tres Jolie Salon 

Valley Chrome    Artworkz Embroidery & Screen Printing, Clovis         Sumner Peck Ranch, Highway 41 

Chrysalis House Lending Library 
Chrysalis House has an ever expanding in-house library. We encourage all of our families to utilize this resource to aid in 
your adoption preparation as well as to continue your adoption education. The books we carry cover topics such as     
helping children cope with separation and loss, trauma, parenting your teenager, attachment, post-adoption blues and 
many other adoption and parenting related issues. Please stop by and take a look! 

Welcome Ashley Luis, MS 

Chrysalis House, Inc. would like to welcome Ashley Luis to the Chrysalis House Team!  
 
Ashley coordinates our Foster-to-Adopt Program, matching our waiting families with Foster 
Children throughout the state of California. She is also an Adoption Social Worker and provides 
support and clinical services to our adoptive families and birth parents. Ashley brings a unique 
clinical perspective to our team and has years of experience providing counseling and therapy 
services in the Fresno area. 
 
Ashley has been a great addition to our team and we are excited to see how her strengths will 
continue to grow and shape this agency. 
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          A Message From Our Director   
 
As many of you are aware, Chrysalis House is actively involved in helping foster     
children across the state of California find their forever families. This November, we’re 
launching our first ever “Donate A Buddy” campaign to not only raise awareness of the 
needs of foster children within our community, but also to gather blankets and stuffed 
animals to give to children as they enter the foster care system. The time that a child is 
initially taken from their birth family can be very difficult and confusing; they may feel 
relief, distress, anger, sadness, or fear. While this process is always going to be     
difficult, we are hoping to provide a little bit of relief by providing them with a “buddy” to 
be with them during this scary time.  
 

Did you know that there are currently over 400,000 children in foster care in the United States, over 107,000 of whom 
are waiting to be adopted? At Chrysalis House, we’re motivated to help as many of these children find loving homes as 
possible. Our foster-to-adopt program makes it possible for many of these children to find the stable and loving home 
that they need. We’ve recently seen an increase in matching children from the foster care system and are excited to 
see many of them blossoming in their new families! Contrary to what we see on television and in the movies, these 
children are not “broken” –in fact, far from it! While children in foster care may need a little extra TLC as they learn 
what its like to be part of a forever family, they are often resilient, courageous, and loving. They adapt quickly when 
they have a stable environment in which to grow. It is our hope to see more and more of these children coming home 
to their forever families… and with your help, we can continue making that happen!  
 

 
Brandy Lucas, PhD 
Executive Director 

Thank You For Your Support 
 

 Thank you to those families who have contributed to our agency so far this year.  Specific items and monetary 
donations help our agency better serve all of our families and their children. We are a 501 (c) 3   
non-profit organization, and all donations are tax-deductible.  
 
 Additionally, thank you to all those who have purchased items through Amazon and          
Fundraising Solutions and those who have so generously donated your time and energy. 
 
 Please consider doing your online holiday shopping through Fundraising Solutions. Just go to our website   
www.chrysalishouse.com and click on the Resources Tab. Under the general tab, link to Shop At Your Favorite On-Line 
Stores, click this link and let the shopping begin! 

 
Participating Retailers (not a complete list): 

 
Amazon       Avon       Crayola       Wal-Mart       Tilly’s       Sketchers 

 
Best Buy       Starbucks Store       Gap       Macy’s        Game Fly       Disney Movie Club  

Chrysalis House, Inc. would like to wish you all a  
joyous and safe holiday season!!! 
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disbelief, fear, excitement, shock!  An hour later I was holding my daughter whose birth mom named Faith, in my arms.  She was the 
most beautiful thing I have ever seen. I left the hospital and drove straight to the store where I bought infant diapers, formula, bottles, 
onesies and all kinds of accoutrements of which my sister-in-law advised me. I swore my brother and his wife to secrecy because I 
was afraid that something would go wrong again and I did not want my family to worry.  On Easter Sunday, two days after I got the 
call, I left the hospital with Faith and showed up to Easter brunch with the 
greatest Easter present    EVER!   
 
Faith is full of joy, quick to smile, and friendly.  When I care for her, I often 
think about my mom.  It is the circle-of-life, only backwards.  Waking up to 
check on her at night, putting lotion on her skin, feeding her, these tasks 
were a joy to do for my mom and six months after she passed away, I was 
able to have an even greater joy in caring for my daughter.   
 
My mother had faith that I would be placed with a baby girl.  Even though my 
mom was taken before she could meet her 24th grandchild, I know that she is 
smiling and praying for her from heaven, happy that I have Faith too! 
   
 
 
 

 

Would you rather receive this 
newsletter via e-mail? If so, please 
contact our agency at 559-229-9862 

with your current e-mail address.  

Chrysalis House, Inc. will be closed in observance of the  following Holidays: 
 

 Veteran’s Day: Monday, November 12, 2012 

 Thanksgiving: Thursday November 22 and Friday November 23, 2012 

 Christmas: Tuesday, December 25, 2012 

 New Year’s: Tuesday, January 1, 2013 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Monday, January 21, 2013 

 President’s Day: Monday, February 18, 2013 


